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The College Board 
The College Board is a mission-driven not-for-profit organization that connects students 
to college success and opportunity. Founded in 1900, the College Board was created to 
expand access to higher education. Today, the membership association is made up of 
over 6,000 of the world’s leading education institutions and is dedicated to promoting 
excellence and equity in education. Each year, the College Board helps more than seven 
million students prepare for a successful transition to college through programs and 
services in college readiness and college success—including the SAT® and the Advanced 
Placement Program®. The organization also serves the education community through 
research and advocacy on behalf of students, educators, and schools. 

For further information, visit collegeboard.org. 
 
 

ACCUPLACER Reading Sample Questions 
The Next-Generation Reading test is a broad-spectrum computer adaptive assessment 
of test-takers’ developed ability to derive meaning from a range of prose texts and to 
determine the meaning of words and phrases in short and extended contexts. Passages 
on the test cover a range of content areas (including literature and literary nonfiction, 
careers/history/social studies, humanities, and science), writing modes (informative/ 
explanatory, argument, and narrative), and complexities (relatively easy to very 
challenging). Both single and paired passages are included. The test pool includes both 
authentic texts (previously published passages excerpted or minimally adapted from 
their published form) and commissioned texts (written specifically for the test). Questions 
are multiple choice in format and appear as both discrete (stand-alone) questions and 
as parts of sets of questions built around a common passage or passages. Four broad 
knowledge and skill categories are assessed: 
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Passage 1 
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Adapted from Ellen Ruppel Shell, “In Science, Has Evidence 
Given Way to Ideology?” ©2015 by the Washington Post. 
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Answer Key 
1. B 

2. A 

3. D 

4. D 

5. B 

6. D 

7. A 

8. B 

9. C 

10. D 

11. D 

12. B 

13. C 

14. A 

15. A 

16. B 

17. D 

18. B 

19. C 

20. D 
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Rationales 
1. Choice B is the best answer. Sentence 1 notes that in the “landscape,” “only a few 

very old, weathered houses seemed to belong”; by contrast, the Players’ houses 
seemed “weightless,” “impermanent,” and “misplaced,” like “bright new toys.” 
Sentence 2 establishes that the Players’ automobiles “didn’t look right either,” that 
they appeared “unnecessarily wide and gleaming in the colors of candy and ice 
cream,” that they seemed “to wince at each splatter of mud,” and that they “crawled 
apologetically down the broken roads.” Choice A is incorrect because the Players’ 
homes and automobiles are neither old nor neglected; in fact, the passage indicates 
that the homes and automobiles are modern in relation to the “landscape” 
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5. Choice B is the best answer. The first two paragraphs of Passage 1 describe what 
might seem like extremely harsh restrictions on wireless transmissions: “no electronic 
transmitters at all,” “you’re 
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14.




